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1. The interplay between institutional change and peasant mobilization follows a cumulative fashion: each 
distinguishable cycle of political mobilization, informed by the economic conditions of each historical moment, 
might create progressive dents into the agrarian institutions. This thesis. 
   

2. Institutionalized responses to peasants’ claims, such as the official recognition of the human right to land and 
territory, can only be understood by considering historical trajectories of political mobilization and how material 
circumstances of agriculture production conditioned the different cycles of peasant politics. This thesis. 
   

3. Rather than centred on the agency of a social actor, institutional changes are process-oriented, meaning that they 
rely on broad socioeconomic and political changes, on the organization and agency of collective actors, and depend 
on the cumulative effects of social actors’ agency, which can only be appreciated through a historical perspective. 
This thesis. 
   

4. In contexts of widespread land and resource grabbing, legal mobilization is another layer of a historical contestation 
against land and resource deprivation -which includes institutionalized and non-institutionalized politics-, rather 
than an urgent or immediate reaction to dispossession. This thesis. 

  
5. In Colombia, one of the most noticeable transformations within the agrarian institutional framework is the changes 

in the rules for allocating property rights over public lands, a dispute that has marked the Colombian rurality.  This 
thesis. 
  

6. The definition of the peasantry is contingent on each historical moment and each political and socioeconomic 
conditions; normative definitions on what is the peasantry are helpful for political mobilization purposes, but they 
do not close the scholar debate on this category. 
  

7. Critical agrarian studies and critical legal theories emerged to confront dominant paradigms in each field; the 
modernization paradigm, rational choice theory, neo-classical and new institutional economics in the case of the 
critical agrarian studies; and formalism, legal positivism, liberal contractualism and constitutionalism in the case of 
the critical legal theories. 

  
8. Due to new context conditions, the notion of agrarian justice has broadened today into a set of articulated, although 

eventually ambiguous, demands on autonomy and political rights on the one hand and land, environmental and 
social rights realization on the other. 
  

9. The emancipatory effects of the use of law by social actors need to be considered beyond the material impacts of a 
given legal mobilization process: they need to be reflected in a relational way, in which the outcomes of a given 
struggle could serve to boost another one, that might take place in different historical and geographical conditions. 
  

10. The research conducted by scholar-activists faces the challenge of harmonizing academic requirements of the 
production of knowledge defined by academia and the expectations from social movements that the research 
outcomes can be helpful to their struggles.  
 

11. Doing a PhD is not only about expanding one's knowledge and skills but also about gaining awareness of how 
limited is the knowledge and skills that one has invested more than four years in developing. 
  


