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I . The opportunity to observe peers during practice improves the acquisition of physical 
examination skills. (this thesis) 

2. When peers observe a fe llow student who performs at an above average level, their 
performance improves and they integrate the skills required to perform a physical 
examination more rapidly. (this thesis) 

3. Peer feedback contributes to improved development of the psychomotor skills necessary 
for performing a physical exam ination. (this thesis) 

4. Students who learn in an environment that a llows for and e licits peer feedback, w ill 
perform better than students who do not receive peer feedback. (this thesis) 

5. The order in which students practise, in small group activit ies, had no effect on the 
learning of psychomotor skills. Other mitigating factors, such as the amount of feedback, 
the sequence of observation and practice, did not a lter these results. (this thesis) 

6. S ince small group learning, within health sciences educational programs, promotes 
improved performance from modelling as a result of peer observation and feedback, this 
approach should be adopted as a standard practice. 

7. Cooperative learning, based on feedback and reflexion, maxim izes students' learning and 
develops thei r overall skills and performance. 

8. Communication and collaborative skills can be lea rned, a llowing medical students to 
develop a better patient-physic ian re lationship and better health outcomes. 

9. Effective cl inical problem solving needs to be patient-centred. Clinicians must use 
effective communication skills, based on partnership, requiring a mutual understanding 
with the patient. 

10. To maximize learning in higher educat ion, there is a need for training in pedagogy and 
coaching to help learners develop from novice to practising c lin ic ian. 

II. Uncertainty and ambiguity remains a constant of medicine, despite an effort to re ly on 
evidence base medicine and guidelines. Curriculum should prepare students and clinic ians 
to recognize and integrate the concept of uncerta inty in their practice. 


