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Cholangitis after Liver Transplantation 

– The gut-liver axis

Propositions accompanying the thesis

1. The different indications for liver transplant for PSC and the subsequent risk profiles for rPSC 

underline the heterogeneousness of PSC [this thesis]

2. After liver transplantation for PSC, top-down therapy of IBD should be one of the priorities 

of post-transplant care [this thesis]

3. Targeting α4β7 lymphocytes with vedolizumab to prevent rPSC is not a promising strategy 

[this thesis]

4. Performing a colectomy to prevent rPSC is both ineffective and harmful and therefore 

wrong [this thesis]

5. The usage of DCD livers should be reconsidered for liver transplantation in PSC patients 

[this thesis]

6. The leaky gut syndrome does not exist as a separate entity [Camilleri M. Leaky gut: mechanisms, 
measurement and clinical implications in humans. Gut. 2019 Aug;68(8):1516-1526]

7. The Mayo criteria for rPSC should be adjusted to allow diagnosis of rPSC after a 

cholangiopathy-free period of time after an initial exclusion [Graziadei et al., Recurrence 
of primary sclerosing cholangitis following liver transplantation. Hepatology. 1999 Apr;29(4): 
1050-6]

8. Pathogens who act like symbionts are no pathogens [Pérez-Brocal et al., Symbionts and 
pathogens: what is the difference? Curr Top Microbiol Immunol. 2013;358:215-43]

9. Univariable statistical models are easily misinterpreted and therefore often misleading; 

consequently, research papers should avoid such models and focus on multivariable 

analyses (which are not the same as multivariate analyses) [Hidalgo B et al., Multivariate or 
multivariable regression?. Am J Public Health. 2013;103(1):39-40]

10. Decision making based on little information makes you feel like you are making the right 

decision spuriously; shared decision-making and informed consent are therefore two pitfalls 

of modern medicine [Dunning-Kruger effect]

11. In 50-odd years, whole-eye transplantations will be performed in selected cases [Washington 
et al., Whole-eye transplantation: a look into the past and vision for the future. Eye 31, 179–184 
(2017), University’s Starzl Transplant Institute, Pittsburgh, USA]


