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Prediction Models to Aid Clinical Decision-making in the Emergency Department 
 

1.    Aberrant vital signs, such as included in existing early warning scores, are not valid predictors for short-
term mortality in older patients in the emergency department. (this thesis) 

2.    The NEWS is superior to qSOFA and SIRS in predicting mortality in patients suspected of systemic 
infections in the emergency department. (this thesis) 

3.    Prediction models that incorporate specific parameters perform better than models that use readily 
available parameters. However, specific parameters are often more difficult to obtain and this comes at 
the cost of timeliness. (this thesis)  

4.    Laboratory point-of-care testing is a promising instrument which should be incorporated in prediction 
tools or re-triage tools. (this thesis). 

5.    The acuity of patients with a (suspected) systemic infection and normothermia may be underestimated 
in current early warning scores and triage systems (this thesis).  

6.   Urgent conditions may not necessarily be severe, while severe illness may not necessarily be urgent. 
(FitzGerald et al., Emergency Medicine Journal, 2009)  

7.   The increasing use of acronyms in manuscript titles coincides with a noticeable decline in the technical and 
aesthetic quality of the acronyms over time. (Pottegard et al., BMJ, 2014) 

8.   An increase in direct patient care and a decrease in administrative burden will lead to more satisfaction 
for both patients and internal medicine residents. (adapted from Chaiyachati et al., JAMA Internal 
Medicine, 2019) 

9.  Young scientists and doctors should listen more often to the wisdom of Winnie the Pooh: ‘You are braver 
than you believe, stronger than you seem, and smarter than you think.’ (adapted from A.A. Milne, 1882 - 
1956) 

10. Making music deserves more attention as a stress-reducing activity. (adapted from de Witte et al., Health 
Psychology Review, 2020) 

11. Scuba diving is the ultimate form of finding equipoise in a potentially hostile environment. Too light brings 
you up and too heavy brings you down. 
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