
Propositions associated with the thesis:  

 

Postoperative Recurrence of Crohn’s Disease after Ileocolonic Resection 

Epidemiology, prediction and prevention 

 

1. The risk of ileocolonic, small bowel and colon resections and re-resections in Crohn’s disease 

patients has decreased substantially over the past decades, with the most significant 

decrease before 1999. This thesis  

 

2. Timing of primary ileocecal resection in patients with Crohn’s disease is not associated with 

a change of the disease course and should not be weighed in clinical decisions. This thesis 

 

3. Postoperative clinical risk stratification and treatment with prophylaxis has an acceptable 

predictive value for endoscopic recurrence with limited improvement after incorporation of 

histologic assessment. This thesis 

 

4. Further refinement of risk stratification is required to identify Crohn’s disease patients at 

low risk of recurrence, to reduce overtreatment with prophylactic medication. This thesis 

 

5. Postoperative prophylaxis with anti-TNF-α is superior to thiopurine therapy in the 

prevention of clinical and endoscopic recurrence in Crohn’s disease patients. This thesis 

 

6. Optimal care pathways bring gastroenterologists and surgeons together to provide best 

treatment practices in the perioperative phase, surgical phase, and postoperative phase. 

Barnes et al. Clinical Gastroenterology and Hepatology 2020 

 

7. Improved prediction of disease course remains one of the major unmet needs in Crohn's 

disease management and a research priority in the field. Noor et al. Lancet Gastroenterology 

and Hepatology 2020 

 

8. Er lijkt een mismatch te zijn ontstaan tussen wat een wet of richtlijn van de onderzoeker 

verlangt en wat daadwerkelijk bijdraagt aan veilig en kwalitatief onderzoek. Werkgroep 

ontregel het onderzoek. Medisch Contact 2021 

 

9. To give our patients the best care and to reduce the chance of medical error, we must make 

sure we look after ourselves too. Brennan et al. BMJ 2019 

 

10. The more I see, the less I know for sure. John Lennon 

 

11. We are all in the gutter, but some of us are looking at the stars. Oscar Wilde 
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