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Neoadjuvant treatment of pancreatic cancer 

Diagnostic workup, chemotherapy, and radiotherapy 

 

1. A neoadjuvant approach is superior to upfront surgery in patients with borderline resectable pancreatic 

cancer. For patients with resectable pancreatic cancer, clinical equipoise remains between the two 

treatment strategies. (dit proefschrift)  

2. Up to 75% of patients diagnosed with borderline resectable or resectable pancreatic cancer will never 

become eligible for a randomized controlled trial on adjuvant chemotherapy, whereas most of these 

patients would be eligible for a randomized controlled trial on neoadjuvant chemotherapy. This large 

difference in patient population precludes a direct comparison between survival outcomes of trials in the 

neoadjuvant and adjuvant settings. (dit proefschrift) 

3. EUS-guided tissue acquisition showed a high sensitivity for malignancy of 85%, which is essential given 

the increasing use of neoadjuvant treatment for patients with borderline resectable and resectable 

pancreatic cancer. (dit proefschrift) 

4. Although the sensitivity for malignancy of ERCP-guided brush for suspected pancreatic cancer is only 

50%, this may prevent the need for an additional endoscopy-guided tissue acquisition procedure. (dit 

proefschrift) 

5. Radiotherapy following (m)FOLFIRINOX was associated with improved radical (R0) and node-negative 

resection rates, but a difference in survival could not be demonstrated. (dit proefschrift) 

6. We must focus more on identifying who benefits from local therapies, both radiotherapy and surgery. – 

Matthew Katz, MD Anderson Cancer Center 

7. In the long history of humankind, those who learned to collaborate and improvise most efficiently have 

prevailed. – Charles Darwin, 1809-1882 

8. One day, patients will say: “I am not an average patient. I am who I am. You need to understand who I 

am before you prescribe whatever treatment you plan to prescribe”. – Edward Abrahams, President of 

the Personalized Medicine Coalition 

9. There are only a handful of ways to do a study properly but a thousand ways to do it wrong. – David 

Sackett, 1934-2015 

10. Medicine is a science of uncertainty and an art of probability. – William Osler, 1849-1919  

11. If everything is under control, you are going too slow. – Mario Andretti, race car driver 


