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1. Police as a critical concept offers a useful entry point to not only analyze violence and its 
perpetuation in conservation but also the ways in which police structures uneven relations 
of power in the conservation workplace.  This thesis.  
 

2. The production and treatment of labour in the Kruger Park bears many similarities to, and 
on occasion surpasses, the production and treatment of labour in the exploitative and racist 
labour regimes that typifies South African capitalism.  This thesis.  

 
3. The Kruger Park has had a long association with the apartheid security apparatus that has 

shaped its securitized worldview and martial practices.  These practices, ideas and, in some 
instances individuals from the apartheid-era, have re-emerged in the Park’s contemporary 
responses to rhino poaching. This thesis. 

 
4. The, at times, irregular, disproportionate and extrajudicial violence perpetrated by field 

rangers does not occur in a vacuum of voluntarism.  Rangers’ actions are shaped by a 
complex set of social and workplace relations premised on racialized paternalism and the 
structural features of the labour process in the form of significant forms of supplementary 
income.  This thesis.  
 

5. The  notion of exceptionalism and sanctioned authority is deeply rooted in the identity 
formation of the Kruger National Park.  It has permitted, and continues to permit, the 
Kruger Park to assert a racialized typology of social order premised on care and coercion 
with considerable consequences for people living and working within its ambit.  This thesis. 

 
6. The conservation of nature, in Africa specifically, is not an apolitical, moral pursuit.  Its 

history can be traced back to colonial, racist and nascent capitalist imperatives to secure 
resources and subjugate black labour. 

 
7. There is a need to reimagine and decolonize African conservation, one that challenges the 

notion of a landscape devoid of people and is not premised on the idea that iconic African 
landscapes and animals would be decimated if it were not for Western interventionism. 
 

8. Knowledge production is politically contingent and those in power seize the authority to 
assign legitimacy to certain types of knowledges.  (After Hall et al. 2017). 
 

9.    A focus solely on individual actors in their reproduction of post-truth (after Büscher 2021) 
or racism, as two examples, leaves the underlying structural dynamics of such phenomena 



unchallenged and obscures the broader historical contexts in which they have come to gain 
such a foothold in the first place. 

 
10. There is a need to reimagine work – including academic work – premised on neoliberal 

and neo-Calvinist notions of ‘hard work’ and ‘productivity’. 
 

11. Mountain running, especially long days out in a proper Cape storm, offers a meaningful 
way to reconnect with nature and the self. 

 
 
 

  


