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1. Pharmaceutical activation of wildtype p53 represents an attractive therapeutic strategy 
against MLL-rearranged ALL in infants. (This thesis)

2. Gemcitabine shows marked in vivo anti-leukemic efficacy in patient-derived xenograft 
(PDX) mouse models of MLL-rearranged infant ALL, and warrants further clinical 
evaluation. (This thesis)

3. Pyrvinium is highly effective against primary MLL-rearranged AML cells in vitro, as a 
single agent as well as in combination with conventional chemotherapeutics.  
(This thesis)

4. NUP98-KDM5A AML cells show in vitro sensitivity to vincristine. Our vast experience with 
the use of vincristine in childhood ALL patients, should ease the implementation of this 
drug into the treatment of NUP98-KDM5A AML. (This thesis)

5. Centralizing high-throughput drug library screens and building a comprehensive 
database of drug responses, would provide an attractive source of potential therapeutic 
options, especially for difficult-to-treat malignancies, when clinically validated.  
(This thesis)

6. No matter how rare the type of leukemia may be, every patient deserves the availability 
of competent therapeutic agents to help win the battle against their disease. 
(Ronald W. Stam, prinsesmaximacentrum.nl)

7. The most fruitful basis for the discovery of a new drug is to start with an old drug. 
(James Black, Nobel Prize Winner)

8. Infant ALL, especially that involving MLL rearrangements, is one of the most difficult to 
cure among all the subtypes of childhood acute leukemia. (Tomizawa, Pediatrics 
International, 2015)

9. Collectively, rare diseases are not so rare. (Joseph Blanchette, jax.org)
10.  Given the high attrition rates, substantial costs and slow pace of new drug discovery 

and development, repurposing of ‘old’ drugs to treat both common and rare diseases is 
increasingly becoming an attractive proposition because it involves the use of de-risked 
compounds, with potentially lower overall development costs and shorter 
development timelines. (Pushpakom, Nature Reviews Drug Discovery, 2019)

11. Everything is theoretically impossible, until it is done. (Robert A. Heinlein, goodreads.com)
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