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• What is the key issue pertaining to sustainability in my specific research field? 

• How can a more coherent sustainability and law framework be achieved in my specific 

research field? Or is this not desirable/needed in my opinion? 

The Erasmus Research Centre for Local Taxation conducts legal research into taxes of local 

governments, namely municipalities, water boards and provinces.  

Since local governments have a role to play regarding various sustainability issues, the interaction 

between those tasks and local taxation is a main topic for our research. One can think about the 

SDG’s about poverty (SDG 1), clean water (SDG 6), affordable and clean (SDG 7), sustainable cities 

and communities (SDG 11), responsible consumption and production (SDG 12), climate action (SDG 

13) and Peace, justice and strong institutions (SDG 16).  

Taxes have an interplay with those SDG’s in different ways. First of all, measurements taken by the 

local government to achieve the SDG’s cost money. We investigate whether the money needed 

could be provided for by the revenue of local taxes. Secondly, by varying the rates of local taxes, the 

local government can attempt to persuade individuals and companies to adjust their behaviour and 

production processes in line with the SDG’s. We investigate whether this is possible within the given 

local tax system. And thirdly, we investigate whether the local tax system in the Netherlands 

contains obstacles or opportunities for the local government to achieve the SDG’s.  

Through our research, we become more and more aware of the changing role of local governments 

and the understanding that another approach in tasks and funding is needed. In past days, local 

governments decided themselves what services and facilities they provided in the general interest. 

They conducted those tasks independently and funded these tasks by the resources given. 

Nowadays, collaboration with others, like social organizations, individuals and market actors, is 

necessary to achieve goals of public interest. Coercive measures, forced payments, the unilaterally 

impose of regulation are often not the most effective way.  

The SDG of clean and affordable energy for example demands not only the construction of clean 

energy installations, but also the adjustment of private property, like houses, offices and factories. 

Since the local government cannot fulfill this task on its own, or even has just a facilitating role to 

play, the traditional fiscal funding options do not apply or come with legal risks. Imposing taxes for 

measurements in the private area is for example questionable. And social engineering by varying 

rates meets several objections. There are for example questions about the effectiveness and about 

the fairness of the tax burden sharing. 

At the moment, the Dutch legal framework for local taxation is being reviewed by the national 

government. This might be a good opportunity to rethink the system, to align it to the changing role 

of the local government in fulfilling tasks in the public interest and also to bring it more in line with 

the SDG’s.  

We see opportunities for cross-over research within the ESL. For example regarding the relationship 

between taxes and other public and private instruments with the same SDG-purposes. The 

effectiveness of measures is higher when embedded in a broader policy. But also regarding the 

applicable powers and regulations for local government when acting in different partnerships. And 



regarding the design of new funding instruments for SDG initiatives that are taken in a mixed public 

and private area.  

We look forward to meet you and discuss the possibilities of cooperation! 


