
Propositions belonging to the thesis: 

 

Endovascular treatment for ischemic stroke 

 

Identifying factors to improve outcome and alternative methods to evaluate treatment effect 

 

 

1. Local anesthesia should be the first-choice anesthetic approach during EVT. (this thesis) 

 

2. Blood pressure should be strictly monitored and managed during and after EVT to further 

improve outcomes. (this thesis) 

 

3. EVT in patients with a systolic blood pressure >185 mmHg should not be withheld or 

delayed. (this thesis) 

 

4. Early imaging outcomes are an important element of a more efficient design of clinical 

trials evaluating the effect of acute reperfusion strategies. (this thesis)  

 

5. Synthetic stroke cohorts are the next step to accelerate stroke research and 

implementation of new therapies by enabling the use of large realistic datasets without any 

privacy restrictions. (this thesis) 

 

6. Both radiologists and referrers must better quantify the effect of imaging on patient 
outcomes when planning, developing and delivering their services to ensure resources are 
utilized for optimum patient health benefit.  
(adapted from Brady et al; JAMA 2020; 324:1286-1287) 
 

7. Improvement of imaging techniques is the solution to optimize selection of patients for 

EVT and additional stroke therapies to extend the opportunity to save brain tissue in more 

patients at greatest risk of long-term disability.  

(adapted from Tansy et al; Frontiers in Neurology 2015; 6:156) 

 

8. You are smarter than your data. Data do not understand causes and effects; humans do. 

(Pearl; The Book of Why: The New Science of Cause and Effect, 2018) 

 

9. The greatest threat to global public health is the continued failure of world leaders to keep 

the global temperature rise below 1.5°C and to restore nature. (Atwoli et al; BMJ 2021; 

374:1734) 

 

10. Wealth is so concentrated that a large segment of society is virtually unaware of its 

existence. (Pikkety, Capital in the Twenty-First Century, 2014)  

 

11. One of our greatest freedoms is how we react to things. (Mackesy, The Boy, the Mole, 

the Fox and the Horse, 2019) 

 

Noor Samuels 

November 2022 

 


