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Propositions related to the doctoral dissertation  
 
1. Sustainable development has gained increasing recognition in international investment law: 
both investment treaties and arbitral practice tend to place more weight on the balance 
between investment protection and the pursuit of non-economic policy objectives in recent 
years.    
 
2. Investors might benefit from the strong protection offered by investment treaties without 
taking responsibilities for their wrongdoings under the current investment arbitration regime 
due to the lack of treaty provisions addressing investor accountability and the high threshold 
set by arbitral tribunals in holding investors liable.  
 
3. It is difficult to predict whether a regulatory measure will be viewed as violating investment 
protection obligations due to arbitral tribunals’ divergent stances towards the State’s policy 
space for sustainable development issues and different understandings of when a measure is 
proportional to its purpose.  
 
4. Besides incorporating sustainable development-related provisions into investment treaties, 
the more important issue is to ensure that arbitrators will interpret these provisions as 
intended to achieve the reform objectives.  
 
5. Improving the access to remedies for victims who suffer from investors’ environmental or 
human right abuses is indispensable for a more balanced and sustainable investment treaty 
and dispute settlement mechanism. 
 
Propositions non-related to the doctoral dissertation 
 
6. To enhance the efficiency of arbitration proceedings, parties of investment arbitration 
should be given page limits or word limits for their written submissions.  
 
7. Given the crucial role played by domestic courts in reviewing non-ICSID Convention awards, 
States should specify the arbitral seat for non-ICSID arbitration proceedings in investment 
treaties.  
 
8. With more arbitral proceedings are being conducted online and most arbitrations are being 
managed through digital means, arbitral institutions should make sure their institutional rules 
reflect cybersecurity concerns.  
 
9. Mediation is gaining prominence as a way of settling investor-State disputes.  



 
10. When the constitution of an all-female tribunal is viewed as “making history”, it means 
we still have a long way to go in achieving gender diversity in investment arbitration.  
 
11. Completing a PhD project is not mainly about intelligence; it is about persistence. 
 
 


