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Liver Transplantation With Grafts Donated After 
Circulatory Death

Current insights and new perspectives

1.  With the use of novel organ perfusion technology, high-risk DCD liver transplanta-
tion can achieve similar results as low-risk DCD liver transplantation (this thesis)

2.  Donor hepatectomy time should be kept as short as possible in order to minimize 
the risk of biliary tree injury after DCD liver transplantation (this thesis)

3. In DCD liver transplantation with an initial portal vein reperfusion sequence, the 
additional time between portal and arterial reperfusion is no risk factor for early 
allograft dysfunction or non-anastomotic strictures (this thesis)

4. DCD liver grafts should not routinely be declined for patients awaiting 
retransplantation (this thesis)

5.  Liver grafts donated after euthanasia may be a justifiable option to increase the 
organ donor pool (this thesis)

6.  Liver transplantation can be a viable option in highly selected patients with 
unresectable colorectal liver metastases with only liver involvement (Taizo Hibi 
et al. Liver transplantation for colorectal and neuroendocrine liver metastases 
and hepatoblastoma. Working group report from the ILTS transplant oncology 
consensus conference. Transplantation. 2020 Jun; 104(6): 1131-1135)

7. The currently available information on the new Dutch law on organ donation 
is generally considered to be too difficult and abstract (Jany Rademakers et al. 
Information needs of people with limited health literacy regarding a new “opt-
out” organ donation system: a qualitative study in the Netherlands. Transplant 
International. 2022; 35:10295) 

8. Physicians should always inform a patient – if medically suitable – about the 
possibility of organ donation after euthanasia (Jan A M Bollen et al. Euthanasia 
through living organ donation. Ethical, legal and medical challenges. Journal of 
Heart and Lung Transplantation. 2019 Feb; 38(2): 111-113) 

9. Despite some methodological limitations, research has shown that there is a clear 
link between social support and healthy adaptation among siblings of children 
with cancer (Sarah E. Wawrzynski et al. Social support and siblings of children 
with cancer: a scoping review. Psycho-Oncology. 2021 Aug; 30(8): 1232-1245)

10.  We hail individual geniuses, but success in science comes through collaboration 
(Jeremy Farrar, The Guardian. 2017 Oct)

11.  ‘Till we find our place on the path unwinding, in the circle, the circle of life (Elton 
John – Circle of life) 


