
Propositions 
 

1. Deliberate reflection on clinical cases fosters medical students’ situational 
interest about the information presented in the cases and/or the process of 
diagnosing the cases. (This thesis) 

2. Clinical cases that are too difficult for the students to diagnose might hinder 
the positive effect of deliberate reflection on their situational interest. (This 
thesis) 

3. Deliberate reflection on clinical cases facilitates medical students’ learning 
about scientific texts relevant to the cases. (This thesis) 

4. Deliberate reflection facilitates learning of scientific texts through cognitive and 
motivational mechanisms, with the former possibly playing a larger role. (This 
thesis)    

5. Activation of and elaboration on prior knowledge probably underly the positive 
effect of deliberate reflection on medical students’ learning of scientific texts. 
(This thesis)  

6. In the process of reasoning about a problem, it is advisable to acknowledge 
that we can feel comfortable when we find a plausible explanation for it. A 
plausible explanation for a problem, however, is not necessarily its correct 
explanation. (From Daniel Kahneman’s Thinking, fast and slow) 

7. We humans have a problem of error-blindness: we can only say “I was wrong”, 
not “I am wrong”, because as soon as we acknowledge our errors, we are not 
wrong anymore. (Kathryn Schulz: Being wrong) 

8. There is a difference between assessing something and providing an opinion 
about it. The former is a systematic process, while the latter is a judgment 
more or less hasty and uninformed, with an important emotional component. 
(Ethel Bauzer: Measurement and evaluation guideline) 

9. The world is not “done”, the world is a work in progress. We are not just 
objects of history, but its protagonists as well. In the world of history, culture, 
politics, we verify not just to adapt, but to change. (Paulo Freire: The Pedagogy 
of autonomy) 

10. The women’s wars have their own colors, smells, light, feelings, words. In 
women’s wars there are no heroes or incredible achievements, there are only 
humans doing human and inhuman tasks. (Svetlana Alexievich: The Unwomanly 
Face of War) 

11. It is worthy to regularly reflect upon our lives to avoid the destiny of the sad 
soldier, who spent decades in a steady, predictable and meaningless life, 
expecting the glories of a battle that never came. (from The desert of the 
tartars, by Dino Buzzati) 

 
 


